
 •   Third, our capacity limit is  
     now 200. 
 

 •   Finally, as we remain in the 
     red setting, we still cannot 
     offer hospitality at the end of 
     services. 
 

Easter is a timely reminder that 
Jesus came to save the world, 
and so as we finish our series 
on Being Anglican, there is one 
other unique feature of the  
Anglican church we need to 
identify – we are also a national 
and an international church. 
 

1. Each country is made up of 
     several Dioceses – that is 
     called a Province – overseen 
     on the National level by an 
     Archbishop – the senior 
     Bishop.  New Zealand is a 
     bit unique in that we have 
     three provinces – one for 
     each of Pakeha, Māori and 
     Polynesia – and so we have 
     three Archbishops who 
     function equally together. 

    N E L S O NN E L S O NN E L S O NN E L S O N     

Kia ora, Cathedral Whānau, 
 

The year is certainly moving fast, 
and we have journeyed through 
Lent and have arrived at Easter.  
 

I cannot think of a more recent 
time when we need to hear the of 
the hope that Easter brings, as a 
war continues in Europe, and we 
are still in the midst of a pandemic.  
But the resurrection of Jesus tells 
us that God is in control, so we do 
not loose hope both now and in 
the life to come. 
 

As you are aware there have been 
some changes to the covid traffic 
light system which are important to 
identify as we come to our Easter 
Services. 
    

 •  The first is that we do not 
     require vaccine passes 
     anymore, so all are well come 
     to attend all our services.   
 

 •   Second, we are still required 
     to wear masks for indoor 
     gatherings including Church 
     services. 
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2.   Finally, globally we have the Anglican communion which represents all the Anglican churches 

across the world.  This is a truly international and colourful family.  Why is this important – be-

cause as we pray and worship, we know we are never praying alone, we are joined in prayers 

from throughout history and from around the world.  We are part of the eternal and global body 

of Christ. 

3.   As part of the global Anglican communion, we also have 5 marks of mission which have been 

identified and form the basis for Anglican ministry. 

•    Tell - to proclaim the good news of God’s realm 

•    Teach - to teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

•    Tend - to respond to human need by loving service 

•    Transform - to seek to transform the unjust structures of society 

•    Treasure - to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of 

the earth. 

So, to sum up our short look at what it means to be Anglican, here seven key principles: 
 

1.  The Anglican church is Apostolic: the foundations are the teaching of the Apostles that witness to 

Jesus Christ.  This is captured in the phrase Scripture Alone. 

2.  The Anglican Church is catholic: catholic here means universal, so that the Anglican church follows 

the belief of the ancient church who summarised the biblical truth from the apostolic period in the Ni-

cene and Apostles Creeds – the creeds of the first four universal church councils. 

3.  The Anglican Church is reformational, founded on the principles of Scripture alone, and salvation by 

grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone, and lives lived to the glory of God alone. 

4.  The Anglican Church is mission focused.  The outworking of faith is to reflect God’s glory in our lives 

and be sent into the world.  This includes the good news of Jesus coming to Aotearoa New Zealand 

in 1814, so that we are now part of this worldwide Anglican movement. 

5.  The Anglican Church is Episcopal meaning Bishop-led and follows the pattern of ordering found in 

the ancient Church, a pattern that was best for the church’s wellbeing.  The role of the Bishop is pri-

marily to defend and uphold the apostolic faith from 1 generation to another. 

6.  The Anglican Church is liturgical so that Anglicans sit under the transforming power of Scripture 

through the regular pattern of Bible reading and worship where God’s word to us is heard; and Sac-

ramental action where God’s word is enacted 

7.   The Anglican Church is transformative as we sit under the transforming power of Scripture. We be-

lieve in a personal encounter with God that captures our hearts and transforms us from the inside 

out. 

I pray that this Easter will be a time of hope for us all and a time to connect with family and friend.  But 
most of all, may Easter remind us of the love that Jesus showed by dying for us, and the power of God 
by raising Jesus from the dead.  He is Risen…He is risen indeed. 
 

God Bless 
 

Graham 

Being Anglican - An International Church - from Page 1 
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A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

God of peace and justice, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear tomorrow, 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 

for wisdom, discernment and compassion 
to guide their decisions. 

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 
that you would hold and protect them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 

 

Archbishop Justin Welby 
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

Vigil for Ukraine at Nelson Cathedral 

In line with its vision ‘a place that matters’, Nelson Cathedral held 
a community Vigil for Ukraine service on March 16. 
 

The Cathedral conducted two vigils on the same evening to ensure all could 
attend. “It is important at this time that we gather to support all those  
suffering from this war and pray for peace”, said Cathedral Dean, Graham 
O’Brien. 
 

The vigil was also broadcast live on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel and  
local Ukrainian Dmytro Romanenko said his community shared the vigil 
online with families and friends in Ukraine. “I'm conveying their thanks to 
you and your parishioners for that sign of your support,” added Dmytro. 
 

Donations were collected for the Red Cross’s  which raised $1829.50 for 
their Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 
 

“The Vigil for Ukraine was a huge success and everyone pulled together at 
short notice to get this over the line. This was a good example of what it 
means for the Cathedral to take community initiatives and to be at its best 
as the spiritual heart of the Diocese and City”, said Dean Graham O’Brien. 
 

The Cathedral tower is floodlit at night in blue and yellow in support of 
Ukraine 

Cathedral Dean Graham O’Brien presenting 
the Cathedral’s $1829.50 Vigil for Ukraine 
donation to John Davies, Branch President 
of Nelson Red Cross (on right) and centre is 
Dmytro Romanenko, local Ukrainian and 
Board Member of MultiCultural Nelson.  
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Kia Ora Nelson Cathedral Whanau, 
 

My name is Emily Holmes and I am married to the most magnificent Rev. Greg Holmes and we have three 
boys, Sam – 16, Elijah – 9, and Gabriel – 7. I am the eldest child of hardworking parents – my Dad, Rod 
Clark, has been one of the main watchmakers for this region for about the last  
40 years, and my mum, Debbie Clark, is a local St John paramedic who cares  
so excellently for the people of our city. Two of my siblings live and work here  
in Nelson, another in Wellington and the other in Auckland.  
 

I am a life-long learner and wholehearted worshipper of God; always  
fascinated by what science shows of God’s handiwork and always deepening  
my understanding of the journeys Jesus leads us on into wholeness in all areas 
of our hearts, bodies and lives. My husband, Greg was born in Zimbabwe and 
grew up in South Africa. He has one of the most interesting and impressive  
CVs I have ever seen with a background in the South African Navy, the IT  
industry in the UK, theological study at Cambridge and is currently completing a 
Bachelor of Physics with Honours in order to pursue God’s invitation to the  
bivocational ministry of Anglican priest and high school science teacher!  
 

Growing up in Brightwater and Lake Rotoiti, my siblings and I loved adventuring 
outdoors – using imagination and creativity as we explored untamed NZ wilder-
ness, cared for various abandoned animals our family collected, and innovated and built many things. A 
number of us also had serious health issues which led to years being spent in and out of Nelson and Star-
ship hospitals. I grew up in a warm loving Open Brethren church but had many personal fears and insecuri-
ties, alongside being a very sensitive person; physically, emotionally, spiritually, mentally & socially. I felt 
alone and oppressed by my own ailments in my teenage years and like I failed at loving Jesus as I desired 
to, which left me desperately seeking God afresh. I was 18 when my Dad left our family and in my grief I 
screamed out to God, surrendering control of my life and  
encountering His love and power in such a profound way that deep fears, insecurities and self-hatred were 
removed from my core. From that moment God began washing me through with His Word and gave me too 
much love to contain.  
 

I stayed with my family to support them instead of going to Medical School and from there God called me 
into ministry and I began a Bachelor of Ministries which I completed 14 years later in 2020. That time of 
study saw me interning at Open Brethren, Pentecostal and Anglican congregations, studying in Jerusalem 
for a year, getting married and having three wonderful boys, caring for my first husband as he fought and 
then died of cancer, journeying through a church split, losing my youngest son to suffocation from a seizure 
and then grieving, healing, building new friendships and growing in my capacity for ministry again. God has 
been so abundantly loving and faithful in every season and has surrounded us with the body of Christ and 
provided everything we needed. To my surprise and absolute joy, God brought Greg and I together at All 
Saints and with the affirmation and support of our leaders, family and friends, we began to build a friendship 
which then progressed into dating, engagement and marriage! It was an incredibly precious, wonderful and 
holy journey which we worked out with attentiveness and gentleness before the Lord as we sought to build 
good foundations and be a healing presence in each other’s life. God certainly has brought great blessing to 
both of us and our families through one another and we still thank Him every day for bringing us through 
gnarly journeys into restoration, wholeness and joy! 
 

As we look forward to becoming a part of your Cathedral whanau, we are excited to get to know you and to 
hear your heart for Jesus. We anticipate with joy this season ahead to join with you in your worship of our 
God: Father, Son & Spirit, and to add our threads to the woven tapestry of your ministry to one another and 
your mission in this city. As soon to be Deacon in training, I hope to be of service to God amongst you and 
with you for His gospel and glory here.  
 

“Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  
The Lord be with you all.”    (2 Thess. 3:16.)   
 

Blessings and peace,  
 

Emily Holmes 

Emily Holmes - An Introduction 
Emily will be our Deacon -in-Training from May 2, and will be ordained at All Saints on April 30. 



Page 5  Apri l  2022 

ASSOCIATION OF ANGLICAN WOMEN 
 

The Cathedral branch of AAW is now in recess. However the  All Saints group have very kindly 
 invited us to join in with them. All Saints meet on the second Thursday of the month and meetings  
alternate between mornings and evenings.  
The contacts for All Saints are:  

Kathy Cuthbert 5488654 / 0273337633 and Margaret Borcovsky 5474182 / 0221851584 

 

If you would like to contribute financially to this  
exciting vision for music in your Cathedral,  

donations can be made to the Cathedral bank account  
02 0704 0028423 00  

and code “DOM or Director of Music,”  
or you can email our Treasurer Chris Fitchett 

(accounts@nelsoncathedral.nz) to pledge support. 
Donations will be tax deductible.   

Those of you who knew Pam Sutton will remember with  
appreciation her service to Christ Church Cathedral Nelson and  
the Nelson Community.  
 

She has been in the care of the Wood Rest Home for several   
years but her Cathedral visitors in the early days, tell of entertaining 
conversations and tales of her former life in England. While  
advising key members of the groups she was involved in of her 
passing, I was interested in the stories they had to tell and the 
memories of her capabilities.   
 

As wife of Bishop Peter she arrived in Nelson in 1965 and by 1968 
she was in London at the World Wide Conference of Mothers’  
Union with a group of NZ Women, to advocate for an Anglican 
Church organisation for ALL women. She was turned down but not 
daunted, and the Association of Anglican Women (AAW) was 
founded in NZ, with Pam as the first Nelson Diocesan President. 
Several years later she was appointed NZ President.  
 

AAW Members remember her personal attention to detail, her  
kindness and support. The vision of praying together, assisting in  
the church, reaching out to the community and overseas has never 
changed. For many women AAW has been an anchor in life’s journey, helping with practical and spiritual support. 
 

As an AAW delegate she joined the Nelson National Council of Women (NCW) and represented them on a range 
of local organisations involved with social justice. She later became the Standing Committee Convener for Mass 
Media and rigorously monitored balanced media reporting of women’s issues. She had a special interest in  
heritage preservation and her research to protect Bishopdale was meticulous. 
 

Memories abound of her advocating for more women to be Justices of the Peace, more women in the workforce 
and more training of education skills for them. In 1982 Pam was elected as Chairman of Nelson Community Edu-
cation Services.  
 

Several women recounted her ability to ask the challenging questions, to deliver more information in the least 
number of words and to tell a good story with wit and insight. She was a trailblazer for Women in the church. Her 
family and friends are in our thoughts today as we mourn her passing. 
 

‘She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue’  
Proverb 31:26 (NIV) 

 

Judith Fitchett 

Pamela Cherrington Sutton  JP QSM 
   25 Aug 1926 - 1 Apr 2022                

Fundraising: Director of Music 

Image Copyright © Rosalina McCarthy  
Used by permission 
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April will be a very busy time at Christ Church Cathedral.  
 

Not only are we preparing for Holy Week and Easter, but also for the various ANZAC  
services and commemorations, and as ever both the Cathedral and its clergy will be playing 
a prominent role in marking ANZAC day. Given that two of the clergy spent between them almost  
seventy years in uniform, it is unsurprising that we take this seriously.  
 

It has become our wont to use ANZAC day to remember those fallen in battle, especially from  
Australian and New Zealand forces, and to carry out a wider remembrance for all victims of war when 
we mark Armistice Day. This year will be no different, although the thought of the situation in the 
Ukraine makes any commemoration both more pointed and more poignant.  
 

We are in danger of using the words ‘lest we forget’ almost glibly without thinking of what it is we  
mustn’t forget. Of course we must not forget the sacrifice of those killed and injured in battle and the 
enormous impact on their families. But we must also never forget the impact of war, and footage of the 
Ukraine in general and the siege of Mariupol in particular gives an insight into the horrors. It’s a truism 
to say that only those who have experienced war know how to hate it fully. I am not a pacifist but  
honestly and truly believe that there are no winners, only losers. Armed conflict might sometimes be the 
‘least worst’ option but the outcome is never a wholly good one.  
We must not forget the impact of armed conflict. 
 

But to go full-circle, this year ANZAC Day follows shortly after Easter…..the most important Christian 
festival when we celebrate the triumph of life over death. We must not forget that with the promise of 
resurrection, the darkness of death and destruction, the devastation of war, will one day be transformed 
into the light of God. I for one take great comfort from the start of the 21st chapter or the Revelation…. 
the vision of a new heaven and a new earth, with God the light at its centre.  
 

Blessings  
 

SteveSteveSteveSteve    

Lest We Forget 
Revd Steve Jordan 

During  the 40 days of Lent,  
we will have Parish Prayer each  

morning for 15 minutes and  
15 minute Evening Prayer at 5 pm  

Monday to Saturday 
(beginning March 3) 

 

You can join in via zoom  
using this zoom link:  

Graham O'Brien's Personal Meeting 
Room, 

 https://anglicanchurch-nz.zoom.us/
j/7448540777 

$245* 

This year, ANZAC day will be marked at the Cathedral on  
Sunday 24 April with a themed 10.00 service.  
 
On 25 April Cathedral clergy will be leading the dawn service 
at ANZAC Park, and at 11.00 that day the Cathedral will be 
hosting the RSA (and many VIPs) for a service and  
commemoration. 

 The Annual Meeting 
of Parishioners of 

Christ Church Parish 
will be held on  

Sunday  
1st May 2022  

after the  
10 am Service 
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Warden’s Wardrobe 

I find the writer Richard Beck of interest and share with you a recent post of his. I hope it may be if inter-
est to some and stimulate thought.  
I find the distinction between being good as a moral virtue and our God as the ground of goodness as 
food for thought.  
Richard Beck’s recent book is “ Hunting Magic Eels: Recovering an Enchanted Faith in a Skeptical Age”  
 

Graham Allan 
Deans Warden 
 

Why Good People Need Jesus: The Good and the Real 
 

 
When it comes to love, the Christian standard is pretty high. So high that few of us even attempt or aspire to 
those heights.  
And yet, many of us do, specifically because the Lord commands us to love others as he loved us.   
 

Which brings me to a point about metaphysics.  
 

Specifically, we often fight about who is better or worse, morally speaking. Are atheists better than Christians? 
Are believers better than non-believers? In these debates we often compile and compare the moral portfolios 
of Christians and non-Christians. If the non-Christian moral portfolio is as good as or better than the Christian 
moral portfolio we judge Christianity as a failed project. Again, this "duelling moral portfolios" is a symptom of 
what I describe as the moralization of faith in the modern world, the notion that if you can be good without 
God then God is irrelevant.  
 

The "moral portfolio" debate is a debate about moral performance. But the question of moral performance is 
different from the metaphysical question about the ground of goodness itself. Can you be good without God? 
Of course. But that's a different question from whether or not goodness can exist without God. In a wholly  
material cosmos can any judgment of "good" or "evil" be anything but a local, arbitrary, and subjective  
preference?  
 

Now, to lay some cards on the table, I do think we can cobble together a wholly naturalistic ethics that pro-
motes the common good. Given our shared evolutionary heritage and mutual vulnerabilities as biological 
creatures, humans generally want the same things and we're self-interested enough to know that things will 
go better for us if we work together. Such insights are also aided by the fact that we, as primates, are social 
creatures who bond though emotional attachments of empathy, sympathy, and fellow felling. Our affections 
support our self-interested moral calculations to work together. Codify all this into a social contract of norms 
and laws and you have yourself a broadly shared moral compass.  
 

But is compliance with this social contract what we mean by "a good person"? Likely not. The moral ethic of 
the Enlightenment is basically John Stewart Mill's harm principle. Do no harm and you're an upstanding  
member of the moral community. But this view of virtue is wholly negative, an absence. "Do no harm" is not a 
positive vision of the good. 
 

So what pulls us out and beyond the "do no harm" ethical minimum? What calls us, even demands of us, a 
positive, sustained, and costly moral exertion to do active good in the world? It's here where metaphysics 
starts showing up, transcendent and sacred values that create for us moral obligations, duties and responsi-
bilities. And it's right here where materialism starts to struggle in the face of Hume's dictum, that you can't get 
an ought from an is. No material arrangement of the cosmos can create a moral obligation or duty. Only a 
metaphysical commitment can create that. 
 

Phrased simply, there is a relationship between the good and the real. Goodness, to be goodness, needs to 
be real. The good requires God, or at least some universal and inviolate metaphysical givenness.  
 

Which brings us back to the issue of moral performance. Anyone can be good, believer or non-believer. But 
the good itself, whether we hit the mark or miserably fail, has to be real. That the moral portfolios of Christians 
and non-Christians even exist points to the existence of God. Good people need Jesus because without God 
good people cannot exist. 
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DIRECTORY SERVICES IN APRIL 

Cathedral News welcomes  
contributions  from parishioners and 
readers.  
If you have a contribution or perhaps an 
idea for an article please contact the Edi-
tor (russell77@xtra.co.nz) or the Dean 
(grahamob@nelsoncathedral.nz ). 
 

Deadline for next issue:  
26th April 2022 

The Cathedral 10am service will be available for viewing  
on our website: 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwg-Hxdb7caA2MiHgPxThAw/live 

Sunday 24th April 
            8.00 am        Holy Communion 
           10.00 am       Family Communion  
             5 30 pm      Evening Prayer with Hymns  
 
Monday 25th April   
            11.00 am      ANZAC DAY Service 
 
      

MidWeek Communion on Wednesday at 10am  
(repeat of Sunday 10am with no hymns) 

 
 

Whakatu Maori Mission Services are currently on hold 


