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God’s Faithfulness #4: The Promise Continues 

Nelson Cathedral 

July 5, 2026. 

OT Genesis 24: 34-51 

NT Romans 7:14-25a 

Gospel Matthew 11: 16-19 and 25-30 

 

Introduction 

As you know I like movies and there is an increasing 

trend to make movies in threes.  But have you 

noticed the middle movie never quite hits the mark – 

it continues the story but never feels complete.  Just 

think of “The Two Towers” in Lord of the Rings, or 

“The Empire Stikes back” in Star Wars.  I’m sure you 

can think of more. 

Or there is being the middle child – not the eldest, 

not the baby – stuck somewhere in the middle. 

Well today we continue the story of God’s 

faithfulness and grace and look at Isacc, the 

promised son of Abraham and Sarah.  We could say 

that Isaac is the son of the covenant, but his story in 

some way is non-descript as God’s promise 

continues. 

Isaac is best known as the Son of Abraham and as 

the Father of Esau and Jacob. And it is Jacob who 

then is known as Israel and has 12 sons, including 

Joseph. 

If we look at Genesis 12 onwards there is a 

reoccurring phrase that marks each section, in 

essence a family story starting with Abraham.  We 

find Isaac’s in Genesis 25:19 

These are the descendants of Isaac, 

Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of 

Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he 

married Rebekah…Isaac prayed to the Lord 

for his wife, because she was barren; and the 

Lord granted his prayer, and his wife 

Rebekah conceived. 
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Even though, as one commentator put it, “Isaac is 

the most prominent supporting actor” among the 

patriarchs of Israel, and even though we do not have 

many details of his life, Isaac is clearly seen in a 

kingly light in Gen 26, and we see his loyalty to God 

and God’s continued faithfulness to him. 

Loyalty 

In Isaac’s story we hear some familiar patterns.   

1. As the one who inherited the covenant promise 

as Abraham’s son, Isaac now needs his own 

children to pass that promise on. 

2. There is the issue in today’s reading of finding 

a wife, but for now we can note that Rebekah 

faced the same situation as Abraham – to leave 

her family and land, and she trusted God. 

3. Later we hear of Rebekah’s infertility which 

Isaac’s prayed to God about for 20 years, until 

she conceived twins. 

But the pressing issue in today’s reading from 

Genesis 24 is remaining faithful to the covenant with 

God and remaining a distinct family from the nations 

around them.  This is a question of ethnic separation 

– being distinct as God’s people, or assimilation 

through marriage and becoming like the people 

around them. 

So, the decision to seek a wife for Isaac from 

Abraham’s people, is one of loyalty to God’s 

covenant and trusting that the Lord will again 

provide. 

Faithfulness of God. 

So, in Genesis 24 we see this remarkable story of 

how God guided the decision of Abraham’s faithful 

servant in finding a wife for Isaac.   

The servant asked for God’s clear guidance and set 

up a test. 

• There is an expected answer. 
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• But the evidence of God’s guidance is in the 

unexpected. 

In this situation the expected answer is in the normal 

cultural practice of hospitality, where it was quite 

normal for a traveller to be given water from the well, 

upon a request. 

What is extremely unexpected is for the woman to 

voluntarily offer to give water to the camels.  A thirsty 

camel can drink a lot, so this offer could involve 80-

100 drawings from the well which is a huge effort. 

As the servant explained the situation to Rebekah 

and her family, there is a sense that all saw the 

Lord’s guidance and faithfulness in this moment.   

And we also see something of the qualities in 

Rebekah, who chose to give water the camels and 

who chose to follow God’s leading to return with the 

servant and became Isaac’s wife. 

 

 

US 

So, what does this story say to us.  And just to be 

clear this is not now Lee-ann and I met, or a 

suggestion about how to find a partner. 

1. But as the covenant promise continues through 

Abraham, Isaac and next Jacob, there is a 

pattern here about us remaining faithful to God 

and his promise to us in Jesus. 

One off my favourite Bible passages is Colossians 

chapter 1, as Paul describes who Christ Jesus is and 

what he has done for us.  We were far from God, but 

through Christ’s death we have now been reconciled 

with God and made part of God’s family, even holy 

and blameless in God’s presence. 

And then Paul writes, “But you must continue to 

believe this truth and stand firmly in it.  Don’t drift 

away from the assurance you received when you 

heard the Good News (Col1:23). 

 



4 

 

In our reading from Romans 7 we hear Paul grapple 

with his own will and the things of this world that 

wanted to draw him away from God. As he writes, “I 

do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate”.  

We all know how easy it is to fall back into old 

patterns of thinking and behaviour.   

But thanks be to God we have Jesus, who has made 

us right with God and who keeps us on track so we 

do not drift from the assurance we have received 

about God’s love for us.   

We too can remain faithful to God’s promise as we 

hear the words of Jesus, “Come to me” and know it is 

in and through Jesus that we can remain faithful and 

be God’s people in our world and community. 

2. In this story of Isaac, there is also something to 

be said about how we seek and receive God’s 

guidance.  For both the participants and us the 

readers of this story, we see the hand of God in 

this situation.  So how do we see God at work 

in our lives now, how do we hear God’s voice. 

There is the story of a man who had to take refuge 

on his roof to escape rising floodwaters during a 

storm. He fervently prayed for God to provide 

deliverance and accepted on faith that his prayer 

would be answered.  

• A short time later a neighbour came by in a 

boat invited the man aboard. But he refused 

claiming that God was going to deliver him and 

the waters continued to rise.  

• When evening arrived, a Fire Service 

motorboat came by and offered to take the man 

to safety. But again, the men insisted that God 

was going to save him and the waters again 

continued to rise. 

• Finally, after climbing onto the top of his 

chimney a helicopter flew by and dropped a 

ladder down to lift the man off.  And once again 

he was resolute that God was going to save 

him.  
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• Not long after that man was overcome by the 

floodwaters and died. 

• Standing before God in heaven he finally got to 

ask God why he had not delivered him on that 

rooftop.  

• God gently replied that he had sent 2 boats and 

a helicopter.  So, what more did he expect! 

I know this story is a bit tongue-in-cheek, but along 

with our account in Genesis 24, we see that we 

cannot tell God what to do when asking for guidance, 

and neither can we look at success as a sign of 

God’s favour or failure as a sign of God’s rebuke.   

But rather we have Scripture and the Holy Spirit, and 

in the example of Rebekah we have prayerful 

discernment and responsibility as God involves us in 

the decisions and paths we choose.  We can be too 

busy looking for the big miraculous sign from God, 

that we miss the obvious one right before us.   

If we faithfully do our part, then we can trust God to 

guide us to the right decision and path, to guide our 

minds and our hearts. “Rather than forcing God’s 

hand, we need to learn to see his fingerprints on our 

lives”.   

Conclusion. 

Although the story of Isaac is a more subtle and 

quieter continuation of God’s covenant promise, the 

second in a three-part series of Abraham-Isacc-and 

Jacob, it is still important as we see God’s hand at 

work. 

In this we can be encouraged to remain faithful to the 

one who is faithful to us in life’s ups and downs, and 

be God’s faithful people. 

And we can also learn to see and discern God’s 

guidance in our lives as we continue to walk with 

Jesus.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”, 

Jesus said, “for I am gentle and humble of heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls”. 

Amen. 


