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God as Trinity
Kia ora, Cathedral Whānau,
June has been a busy month in
the Church calendar with some
significant services, especially
Ascension, Pentecost and
Trinity. These Sundays provide
us with the opportunity to reflect
on the central beliefs of our faith.
I wanted to mention Trinity in
particular, as there is often confusion as to how this understanding came about. As I said last
week in the Bulletin and Sermon,
understanding God as Trinity
reflects God’s self-revelation to
us and our experience of God.

Understanding
God as
Trinity
reflects
God’s
self-revelation
to us
and
our experience
of God.

We worship one God, and God
has been revealed to us as
Trinity - Father, Son and Holy
Spirit - eternally existing in relationship as three, equal in every
way where one cannot be
distinguished from the other.
Therefore, God is the perfect
community of love into which
we and the whole of creation
have been included. In the
New Testament, the saving
activity of God as Trinity is realised in the person of Jesus and
in the giving of the Holy Spirit.
We can see this in the earliest
Christian writings where the
image of the Trinity is clearly
identified in:
• The words of Jesus,
especially John chapters
14-17.
• Confession (Eph 4:4-6)
• Worship (2 Cor 13:13)
• Greeting (Romans 1:1-7
• Teaching (Gal 4:4-7)
In the centuries following the
first disciples, Christians
continued to think about their
understanding of God,
especially what it meant to call
Jesus God, and began
formalising these ideas into
systematic statements. This
was done for two reasons: first
as a defense or explanation of
the faith in the new context of
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the Roman world and growing persecution (some Romans thought
Christians were cannibals); and second to counter some of the strange
ideas that were being proposed (for example that Jesus was not divine).
This all came to a head at the first great Council (gathering) at Nicaea in
325 AD which sought to settle disputes around the Trinity, and the
person and work of Jesus Christ which threatened to split the Church.
The result was the Nicene Creed, a statement of the Christian faith that
affirmed the divinity of Jesus, “of one being with the Father”. This
statement was affirmed and expanded at the second great Council of Constantinople in 381
AD, to include the divinity of the Holy Spirit. And so, we arrive at the Nicene Creed that we say
at our services today that affirms our belief in God as Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
I also want to mention a number of other special Sundays over the coming months, beginning
this week as include elements that commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Then we
have the new public holiday of Matariki, the Māori name for the cluster of stars also known as
the Pleiades or “Seven Sisters” (and if you are a car enthusiast Subaru in Japanese). This
constellation rises in midwinter and for many Māori, it heralds the start of the new year. There
is also a significant social aspect to Matariki, as traditionally this was a time to acknowledge
the dead, as well as the time to be thankful for the harvest, to feast and to share the bounty
with family and friends. It is worth noting that these stars are even recorded in the Bible.
It is the LORD who created the stars, the Pleiades and Orion.
He turns darkness into morning and day into night.
He draws up water from the oceans and pours it down as rain on the land
Amos 5:8
This year it seemed fitting to combine Matariki with our celebration of Te Pouhere Sunday and
to combine them on Sunday June 26, when we give thanks for our Three-Tikanga Church –
the Anglican Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.
Other special Sundays to put in your diary are:
• August 21 A very special celebration as we combine Foundation Day (Aug 2, 1925) and
the 180th anniversary of the first worship service on Piki Mai (Aug 28, 1842)
• October 2 our annual Pet Service
• October 23 Trafalgar Day Service
• November 13 Armistice Day Service
Finally, I do want to mention the retirement of Murray Campbell from active ministry at the Cathedral – but we are thankful that Murray and Judy are still joining us for worship. As you can
read in this edition, Murray has been a faithful servant of Christ over a number of years, having
been ordained in the Baptist Church, and we give thanks for his ministry amongst us. Although covid restrictions prevented a celebration morning tea earlier, we will be booking one in
very soon.
God Bless

Graham
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Revd Emily Holmes
Kia Ora Cathedral whanau!
What does it look like to be a part of God’s Whanau, learning to become deep and whole
in the way we relate to God, ourselves, one another, and creation?
It takes energy to gather and journey with others but, now more than ever, we need
community. Our individualistic western lifestyles leave us feeling isolated and weighed
down by situations, needs and fears we encounter in ourselves and the world around us.
My husband, Greg, and I have been asking this question in our ongoing journey with a
missional community of families and in our discernment of how we could be a blessing here alongside the
responsibility I have of recreating an evening service.
From this discernment I want to share with you the idea of a space accessible to young families and those
seeking faith in our Nelson neighbourhood; a space that is respectful, fun and safe to come and wrestle with
the challenges and questions of life. Central to this space is Jesus and the practice of acknowledging the
mana of one another through welcome, love and respect; recognising that “I am because you are”.
Imagine with me now, a young family coming through the Cathedral doors on a weekday evening and being
drawn to the noise of kids playing and the warmth with which others acknowledge their achievement for just
making it there! The scent of soup fills the air and a working parent carries in their heart questions from the
week that they hope to be brave enough to ask in the conversations after dinner. Next time they might pick up
a pack of rolls to bring but this week their contribution of questions is just as valuable to the hearts of those
gathered as extra food or a helping hand. Everyone heads home an hour later, a little more nourished in body
and soul, smiling inwardly that the kids actually helped clean up and the way others heard and respected their
vulnerability gave space for a deep peace they hadn’t felt before.
Cathedral whanau, as we look to explore this in the coming months, would you pray with me that God would
reign in this adventure, that we would intelligently participate with Him in what He wants to do amongst us and
that He would bring those He wants here, connecting others to the places He has for them.
Sincere thanks, blessings and peace,

Emily

Murray Campbell
Judy and I came to the Cathedral at the beginning of May 1994, just three months after the beginning of
Dean Charles’s ministry.
Within two months my offer to become Treasurer was accepted and thus I served on Vestry for a number
of years. My first sermon was concerning the finances of the Cathedral and, the Governor General (who
happened along that morning), said to Charles after the service, “I’m sorry to hear that the Cathedral is
struggling financially.” But he did not dip into his pocket to help out.
I also became involved with maintenance and did such things as install the screens and organise the glass
partitions to create the so-called Quiet Room which was once just part of the transept, (I varnished them).
I repaired the circular fence around the front of what is now the cactus garden at the front of the Cathedral,
from time to time, as we suffered a lot of damage from vandalism for a time. This also included repairing
the Perspex cover screens of the stained-glass windows, which were ripped off occasionally. I even built
and installed the skylight over the kitchen sink benches by crawling out through the Dean’s
office window on to the roof. I chaired Vestry from time to time with Roger Ledingham alternating. During
this time I was invited by Rev. Alec Brown to be Treasurer of the Hospital Chaplaincy Committee and
served there for many years, representing the Cathedral, including being Chairperson for some eight years.
My step into the Sanctuary was as Minister of the Liturgy and gradually I was invited to preach from time to
time. It was Harvey Ruru who recognised my ordination and invited me to wear a stole and, later, a cope. I
served under four Deans (one interim) and a large number of Associate Priests. By the time I retired I was
preaching regularly at Evensong and celebrating once a month at the Altar.
So it has been a long period of voluntary ministry which ended after 27 years, when I finally retired and
preached my last sermon on 30th June 2021.
I count it to have been a privilege to serve my Lord in this place.

Murray Campbell
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Music Sunday

Paul Chan
Cathedral Organist

Earlier this year, I wrote in the Cathedral News on the organ and its role in our
worship and liturgy.
This past weekend, we celebrated Music Sunday together with Trinity Sunday at
our Cathedral, joined with a few other churches around the country, including those in
Auckland, Rotorua and Christchurch. Churches around the world are being invited to
celebrate music in worship by holding a Music Sunday this month. The Royal School of Church Music
(RSCM) has designated June 12 this year as Music Sunday and is encouraging churches to hold special
concerts, services and collections to celebrate the importance of music in worship.
It was a great day, and it was so heart-warming to see and hear everyone come together to participate in the
Eucharist with songs and praises! On top of our usual musical settings, the glorious arrangement on the
hymn tune "Old Hundredth" by R. Vaughan Williams was sung. The service also featured another
sensational hymn - O Praise Ye the Lord by C. Hubert H. Parry.
To mark this special occasion, our Cathedral Choir, directed by Nigel Weeks, presented a work by John
Rutter as a piece of reflective music after the sermon. Lastly, the celebration of Trinity Sunday was not complete, in a way, without its "theme song" - Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, sung to the famous tune
Nicaea. Within each section of the liturgy, we pieced together hymns, music from the organ, congregational
responses, and scripture readings that helped tie everything together.
There are so many special days in the calendar, but Music Sunday is a day to connect in spirit with the whole
of the RSCM. It is a pleasure to know that churches around the country, and indeed the world, are focusing
on the role of music in worship and the dedicated church musicians who lead this. In addition to this central
aspect of Music Sunday, this year we are encouraged to reach out within the local community to bring more
people together. This might be a local school or group, or generally within the population.
RSCM Music Sunday is a fabulous opportunity not only to celebrate the role of church music in worship and
the dedication of all our church musicians, but also to reach out into the community and join with others.
With your support, we look forward to making this a memorable event for all of us in the years ahead.
It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High, proclaiming your love in the
morning and your faithfulness at night, to the music of the ten-stringed lyre and the
melody of the harp.
(Psalm 92:1-3)
Paul Chan
Cathedral Organist

We have Parish Prayer
each morning for 15-minutes
at 9am,
Monday to Saturday.
You can join in via zoom
using this zoom link:
Graham O'Brien's Personal Meeting Room,
https://anglicanchurch-nz.zoom.us/j/7448540777
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Rex Lucas
19 March 1936 – 27 May 2022
On 1 June there was a small service led by Rev Trevor Squires at the Stoke Retirement
Village to farewell Rex. Rex was a valued member of the Cathedral congregation serving on
the Vestry and as a sidesman.
As a keen woodworker he always had a well set up workshop where he did wood work repairs
for the Cathedral or constructed folding picnic tables, dovecotes or trellis work to sell at the
markets. With his dear wife Pam, he was a great supporter of 10 am morning teas, the
Christmas Tree Festival and CAMEO.
In February 2021 our CAMEO theme was St Valentines and we celebrated the 60th
Anniversary of Rex and Pam’s marriage here in Nelson Cathedral. But it wasn’t only the
Cathedral where Rex shared his many talents. As a member of the Masonic Lodge he served
for 55 years in Nelson, Timaru and Winchester, England. He was a volunteer with St John’s,
the Nelson Fire Brigade, the Founders Park Book Fair and the Territorial Army (which led to a
longtime support of the RSA). At the Theatre Royal he was the lighting person for the Operatic
and Repertory Theatre shows and ushered for many local venues whether for local shows or
international events. With Kathy Cuthbert he set up the Shuttle Buggy at Nelson Hospital car
park and with Pam operated the Nelson Hospital library for 10 years. And he sometimes
volunteered just sitting down – as a Blood donor - for 50 years acknowledged with a 50-year
Badge.
Thank you, Rex for all you have given to the Cathedral and the Nelson Community in your
quiet unassuming way.
God loves a cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 9:7
Top: Rex at CAMEO. ‘Wear a hat for the Queen’s Garden Party’; Marriage in the Cathedral in 1961;
The RSA Christmas Tree that Pam and he installed in 2020.

$245*

NELSON CATHEDRAL CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
The Meditation Group is meeting on Tuesdays at 4:30 pm.
We will meet in the Transept area
and all are required to wear masks.
Mary Kroch 027 372 1173 Allen Michel 548 3337
ALL WELCOME

Fundraising: Director of Music
If you would like to contribute financially to this
exciting vision for music in your Cathedral,
donations can be made to the Cathedral bank account
02 0704 0028423 00
and code “DOM or Director of Music,”
or you can email our Treasurer Chris Fitchett
(accounts@nelsoncathedral.nz) to pledge support.
Donations will be tax deductible.

ASSOCIATION OF ANGLICAN WOMEN
The Cathedral branch of AAW is now in recess. However the All Saints group have very kindly
invited us to join in with them. All Saints meet on the second Thursday of the month and meetings
alternate between mornings and evenings.
The contacts for All Saints are:
Kathy Cuthbert 5488654 / 0273337633 and Margaret Borcovsky 5474182 / 0221851584
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Warden’s Wardrobe
As a small child I attended Sunday School in our local country church. We set off, wearing our
Sunday best, complete with little white raffia hats. Mum dressed us in sensible
tartan skirts and fawn or bottle-green twinsets – I yearned for the sticky-out apricot frock with patent leather shoes worn by one of the other girls. I have memories of trying to see over the pew as I
knelt on a wooden kneeler, clutching my penny for the collection. Then standing beside my big sister to belt out “Jesus Loves Me This I Know”. I was in awe of the vicar, as he surely knew how to
get the pennies to God. It was a minor church in a country parish, so we only saw the vicar sometimes. The rest of the time, my Dad and Miss Ivy Ashen would lead Sunday School for us kids.
Each week, the indomitable Miss Ashen, would pull out a chart with a big circle divided into tiny little coloured wedges, with an arrow that turned. It represented the liturgical colours for the year. It
was a complete mystery to me. When Miss Ashen asked us what Sunday it was today, the big girls
could always put their hands up and give the right answer. To this day I have no idea how they
knew this, but it seemed to matter a great deal to Miss Ashen and she would dish out a sticky gold
star as a reward.
It's still a bit of a mystery to me! Talk about the blind leading the blind – I am now part of the Sacristan team. We come in on a Saturday and prepare for the following Sunday. We lay out everything needed for the Sunday services, fill the communion thimbles, take home linen to be washed,
check the candles and make sure the altar cloth and pulpit hanging are the right colour for the liturgical season. The NZ Anglican church prints a lectionary, with all the readings and collects for
each Sunday and it tells you what colour to use. There’s a little remote controller that lets us
change the coloured lighting on the big cross.
to page 7
If Miss Ashen could only see me now!

Pag e 7

June 2022

Continued from page 6

So here we are with the red of Pentecost Sunday behind us (such a shame – the red altar cloth is
our favourite and it’s used so seldom). The Sunday after Pentecost was Trinity Sunday (white) and
now we embark on the very long period of Ordinary Time, which is green. It doesn’t mean “Boring
Time” (although we do have an awful lot of green).
I think the word ordinary comes from “ordinal” numbers. Ordinary Time lasts all the way until
Advent.
Our Nelson Cathedral period of Ordinary Time is anything but ordinary. In fact, there’s hardly a
Sunday that’s not something special. Last Staff Meeting we were mapping out the Sundays
through the year, with Matariki, the Queen’s Jubilee, Foundation Day, Trafalgar Day,
Pet Service, Armistice Day and I’d rather not tell you how many weeks it is until Advent and Christmas. Suffice to say, the Christmas Tree Festival Committee has already had two
planning meetings this year.
Incidentally, if there’s anyone out there who wants to join our little Sacristan team, we’d love to
hear from you!

Jocelyn Smith
People’s Warden

Home Detention

Revd Steve Jordan

Even as the Covid virus had passed, my home detention continued, this time
because of my leg ulcerating again. Insouciantly lying supine provides a time for
reflection and introspection (along with a modicum of frustration that I can't do more).
It's a particularly busy and interesting time in the church year: Pentecost, Trinity and
Te Pouhere all falling in close proximity, and this year we have the added flavour of marking seventy years of the Queen's reign.
I always worry about festivals like Pentecost and Trinity. The message can feel familiar to
us, so we are sometimes in danger of hearing the familiar bits while passively closing our
ears to the rest. Rather than thinking about novel and entertaining 'takes' on these
extraordinary things, my personal view is that we need to read scriptures very carefully to
take in the whole story; we need to recognise Paul's comments in his letter to the folk of
Corinth. To paraphrase, we only see part of the picture, as through unclear glass or mirror:
we will only see the detailed picture when it is revealed to us.
Marking the Queen's seventieth anniversary of her accession is very important, whether or
not we are royalists. Indubitably, she has enjoyed many privileges. But she has devoted
her adult life to the service of others, and has displayed a profound and consistent
sense of duty. She holds a deep, personal, Christian faith which has underpinned her
concept of duty and service. As the nominal head of the Church of England she might be
expected to evince outward piety, but her faith is not superficial. Indeed, it is real and
fundamental. Without giving too much detail, her Sunday worship is typically with a small
congregation in a rural chapel. This is devotion which is sincere not showy. Indeed
'devotion' is a good summary of her commitment to God, and to humankind.
Perhaps an example to us all of loving God and loving our neighbour as ourselves.
Blessings

Steve

DIRECTORY

SERVICES IN JUNE

Dean:
The Very Revd Dr. Graham O’Brien
Ph 021 060 1774
grahamob@nelsoncathedral.nz

Monday and Friday • Holy Communion 12:15 pm
MidWeek Communion on Wednesday at 10am
(repeat of Sunday 10am with no hymns)

Honorary Priest:
Revd Steve Jordan
Ph 021 294 6105
stevej@nelsoncathedral.nz

Sunday 19th June
8.00 am
10.00 am

Deacon:
Revd Emily Holmes 027 868 8752
emily@nelsoncathedral.nz
Cathedral Organist:
Paul Chan MMus (Hons) FTCL LRSM AIRMT
Ph : 021 399 938
paul@nelsoncathedral.nz
Choral Director:
Ph 021 797 006
Nigel Weeks nigel@nelsoncathedral.nz
Building Manager:
Lay Canon Jocelyn Smith
Ph 027 548 7774
joc.smith@xtra.co.nz

5.30 pm
Sunday 26th June
8.00 am
10.00 am
5.30 pm
Sunday 3rd July
8.00 am
10.00 am
12.30 pm
5.30 pm

Office Administrator:
Rebekah Spink
Ph 548 1008
office@nelsoncathedral.nz
Dean’s Warden:
Graham Allan
Ph 548 8166 or 027 244 8184
grahamallan1950@gmail.com
People’s Warden:
Lay Canon Jocelyn Smith
Ph 027 548 7774
joc.smith@xtra.co.nz

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Including elements celebrating the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
No Whakatu Mission service due to
concert
Evening Prayer with Hymns
Te Pouhere Sunday
Celebrating our three-tikanga Church
Holy Communion
Family Communion
Whakatu Mission joining 10am service
for Te Pouhere Sunday
Evening Prayer with Hymns
Holy Communion
Family Communion
Whakatu Māori Mission Service
Evening Prayer with Hymns

A Prayer for Ukraine

Cathedral Marketing
David Lucas
Ph 021 398415
davidlucas88@gmail.com
Cathedral Office
First floor of tower.
Hours: Mon to Fri 9.30am-12.30pm
Phone 548 1008 or fax 548 3264
Email:office@nelsoncathedral.nz
Website: www.nelsoncathedral.nz
Postal address:
P.O. Box 657, Nelson 7040

Cathedral News welcomes
contributions from parishioners and readers.
If you have a contribution or perhaps an idea for
an article please contact the Editor
(russell77@xtra.co.nz) or the Dean
(grahamob@nelsoncathedral.nz ).
Deadline for next issue: 30th June 2022

God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children,
at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell

The Cathedral 10am service will be available for viewing
on our website:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwg-Hxdb7caA2MiHgPxThAw/live

